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In a sudden decision not previously intimated, India became one of a 13-nation economic 

initiative led by the U.S., on Monday, as President Joseph Biden unveiled plans for an Indo-Pacific 

Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF). The initiative is touted as a substantial step by the U.S. as 

part of its decade-old “pivot to Asia”, and an attempt at putting some “economic heft” into its Indo-

Pacific presence that has been on the decline after its decision to quit the Trans Pacific Free Trade 

Agreement, the CPTPP, in 2017. Officials say the IPEF framework has four “pillars”: supply-chain 

resilience; clean energy, decarbonisation and infrastructure; taxation and anti-corruption; and fair and 

resilient trade. Mr. Biden’s visit to Japan and South Korea, attendance at the Quad summit and helming 

the IPEF launch is also aimed at reassuring the Eastern hemisphere about the U.S.’s focus. India’s joining 

is an equally strong statement of commitment to Indo-Pacific goals, and to broadening regional 

economic cooperation, particularly after it walked out of the 15-nation RCEP. It is significant that all IPEF 

members, other than India and the U.S., are a part of the RCEP free trade agreement, and yet have 

chosen to be part of the U.S.-led initiative. 

Despite the strong signalling from all sides, however, there are many aspects to the IPEF that 

bear further scrutiny. Monday’s launch only signals the willingness of the 13 countries to begin 

discussions on the contours. Much will depend, as Prime Minister Narendra Modi stressed, on how 

inclusive the process is. Second, U.S. officials have made it clear that it is not a free trade agreement; nor 

will it discuss tariff reductions or increasing market access, raising questions about its utility. Shorn of 

the rhetoric of Indo-Pacific cooperation, there must be more clarity on its framework. The four pillars 

also lend themselves to some confusion, drawing into question whether there is enough common 

ground among the 13 countries that are part of very different economic arrangements, as well as 

outliers (the U.S. and India), to set standards together, or be open to issues that vary for each country. 

The U.S.’s statement that the IPEF is essentially focused on “American workers” also raises questions on 

whether increasingly protectionist global trends will chafe. Each of the IPEF countries has considerable 

trade interests in China, with most having large trade deficits. So, it remains to be seen how much they 

will be willing to sign on with the IPEF. Already three ASEAN countries, Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar, 

have decided to stay out of the framework’s launch. Above all, given the fact that the U.S.’s previous 

initiatives (the Blue Dot Network and the Build Back Better Initiative) have made little headway in 

changing the region’s infrastructural needs, the IPEF faces a credibility challenge. Negotiators will need 

to move with both caution and clarity before making any big promises on its benefits for the region. 

 

 nascence (noun) – a beginning. 

 rely on (phrasal verb) – depend on, count on , 

bank on;  have recourse to, resort to, fall back 

on, be dependent on. 

 promise (noun) – potential, ability, capability, 

capacity, potentiality. 

 prospect (noun) – likelihood, hope, 

expectation, anticipation, chance, probability, 

possibility. 

 tangible (adjective) – real, actual, solid, 

concrete, substantial, well defined. 

 intimate (verb) – announce, state, reveal, 

disclose, make known, make public. 

 unveil (verb) –  launch, introduce, release, 

present, make public. 

 tout (verb) – endorse, praise, recommend, 

commend, speak of, urge. 

 substantial (adjective) – considerable, 

important, significant, meaningful, valuable. 

 pivot (noun) – focus, focal point. 

 heft (noun) – influence, ability; 

weight/strength. 

 on the decline (phrase) – declining, becoming 

worse. 

 trans-Pacific (adjective) – on, from the other 

side of, spanning or crossing the Pacific Ocean. 

 pillar (noun) – mainstay, strength. 

 resilience (noun) – the ability to bounce back 

quickly from difficulties; strength of character, 

strength, toughness. 
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 decarbonisation (noun) – the reduction of 

carbon dioxide emissions through the use of 

low carbon power sources, achieving a lower 

output of greenhouse gasses into the 

atmosphere. 

 fair (adjective) – just, equitable, fair-minded, 

upright, trustworthy. 

 resilient (adjective) – strong, sturdy, stout/well 

built, durable. 

 attendance (noun) – presence, appearance, 

participation. 

 summit (noun) – meeting, conference, 

conclave (between the Heads of the member 

States). 

 helm (verb) – steer, captain, pilot, direct, 

manage, navigate; chair, preside over. 

 launch (noun) – rollout; an official 

introduction. 

 broaden (verb) – widen, increase, enlarge. 

 walk out (phrasal verb) – depart, leave, get 

out. 

 bear scrutiny (phrase) – to withstand scrutiny 

or criticism; hold water; stand scrutiny, ring 

true.   

 contour (noun) – outline, shape, form. 

 stress (verb) – emphasize, draw/focus 

attention on, underline, underscore, highlight. 

 make clear (phrase) –  explain, elucidate, 

clarify. 

 utility (noun) – usefulness, use, advantage, 

benefit, value, helpfulness. 

 (be) shorn of (phrasal verb) – to have 

something important removed from. 

 rhetoric (noun) – bombast, loftiness, 

hyperbole/extravagant language. 

 framework (noun) – structure, system 

organization. 

 lend oneself to (phrase) – be suitable for, be 

appropriate for, be adaptable to, be applicable 

for. 

 draw/call into question (phrase) make 

something seem less certain. 

 common ground (phrase) – shared opinions, 

beliefs (or interests). 

 outlier (noun) – a person/thing detached from 

the main group. 

 protectionist (adjective) – relating to the use 

of tariff and non-tariff restrictions on imports 

to protect domestic producers from foreign 

competition. 

 chafe (verb) – become irritated & lose patience 

(because of rules and restrictions); feel 

annoyed, feel frustrated, be impatient. 

 considerable (adjective) – sizeable, substantial, 

appreciable, significant. 

 interest (noun) – common concerns (in 

politics/business); involvement, partisanship. 

 stay out of something (phrase) – to avoid 

becoming involved in (something). 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 the fact that (phrase) – used to refer to a 

particular situation under 

consideration/discussion. 

 given the fact that (phrase) – considering a 

particular situation under consideration/ 

discussion. 

 Blue Dot Network (BDN) (noun) – In 

November 2019, the United States, Japan, and 

Australia launched the Blue Dot Network 

(BDN) – named for the view of earth from 

space as a mere “blue dot”—to encourage 

development by certifying public-private 

investments in global infrastructure that are 

transparent and high-quality. By establishing 

shared standards for infrastructure 

development, BDN aims to improve 

connectivity, strengthen the economy, 

increase employment opportunities, and 

contribute to a cleaner environment. 

 make headway (phrase) – make progress, 

make strides, gain ground, progress, advance, 

proceed, take shape. 

 credibility (noun) – trustworthiness, reliability, 

integrity. 

********************************************************************************** 

The recent summit meeting of the leaders of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, or Quad, could 

not have come at a more critical juncture in world politics. Between Russia’s invasion of Ukraine that has 

destabilised accepted norms on respecting territorial sovereignty; its knock-on effects on commodity 
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and input prices, fuelling inflationary pressures and impacting global supply chains; and the lingering 

effects of the COVID-19 pandemic that spotlighted deficiencies in public health infrastructure, the 

leaders of India, the United States, Australia and Japan are likely to have had a full and multidimensional 

policy agenda in Tokyo. For the leaders the obvious, if not always explicitly stated theme linking several 

global issues is the China factor and the unique strategic challenges that that country poses to the rules-

based international order. While U.S. President Joe Biden and Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 

were blunt in their condemnation of Russia’s belligerence, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and newly 

elected Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese avoided any direct reference to Moscow, as indeed 

did the summit’s joint statement. On China, however, the four nations were on the same page, and the 

Quad joint statement called for continued cooperation towards maintaining a free and open Indo-

Pacific; championing adherence to international law as reflected in the UN Convention on the Law of the 

Sea and in maintaining freedom of navigation and overflight; and meeting challenges to the maritime 

rules-based order, including in the East and South China Seas. 

The Quad leaders affirmed the Dialogue’s two core messages. First, they will continue to 

strongly oppose coercive, provocative, and unilateral actions by Beijing that seek to change the status 

quo and heighten tensions across the region, including through manoeuvres such as the militarisation of 

disputed territories, the dangerous use of coast guard vessels and maritime militia, and clandestine 

attempts to disrupt other nations’ offshore resource exploitation activities. To this end, military 

coordination between the Dialogue members will continue to provide strategic depth to the mission, 

including notably the annual Malabar exercise. The second message seeks to leverage Dialogue member 

resources in vaccine delivery, climate action, supply chain resilience, disaster response, cyber security 

infrastructure, and economic cooperation. Even though Beijing may consider the Quad to be an “Asian 

NATO”, the Dialogue can be about much more than a strategic pushback on China’s hegemonic 

intentions. At a time when the liberal consensus on globalisation has anyway run its course and across 

the Indo-Pacific, there is, post-pandemic, a strong appetite for deepening regional cooperation for trade 

and investment. In this context, the Quad is in pole position to shape economic alliances and regional 

security architecture towards a new world order based on national interest and realpolitik. 

 

 juncture (noun) – point in time, time/moment, 

stage. 

 norm (noun) – standard, convention, criterion, 

regulation. 

 ripple effect/domino effect/knock-on effect 

(noun) – an event (or a process/action) that 

causes several other events to happen 

indirectly one after the other; secondary/ 

indirect effect, consequence/ implication, 

chain of events. 

 fuel (verb) – intensify, fan, whip up, stimulate, 

exacerbate. 

 Inflationary/price pressures (noun) – the 

demand and supply-side pressures that can 

cause a rise in the general price level; cost-

push inflation, hot-economy, deficit finance. 

 global value chains (GVC) (noun) – 

International production, trade and 

investments are increasingly organised within 

so-called global value chains (GVCs) where the 

different stages of the production process are 

located across different countries. (also known 

as the global supply chain). 

 lingering (adjective) – continuing, remaining, 

long-lasting, unabating, prolonged, persistent. 

 spotlight (verb) – highlight, underline, 

underscore; draw/focus attention to. 

 multidimensional (adjective) – involving 

several dimensions (aspects/features). 

 agenda (noun) – intention, motive. 

 obvious (adjective) – clear, apparent, 

conspicuous, noticeable, observable, visible. 

 explicitly (adverb) – clearly, unequivocally, 

understandably (without question/doubt). 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, 

cause, produce, give rise to (a problem, 

danger, challenge, or difficulty). 
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 rules-based (adjective) – based on a 

predetermined set of principles. 

 blunt (adjective) – straightforward, frank, 

plain-spoken, candid, direct, to the point, 

forthright, unequivocal. 

 condemnation (noun) – censure, criticism, 

castigation, stricture. 

 belligerence (noun) – hostility, aggressiveness, 

antagonism, offence; warlike behavior. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 on the same page (phrase) – in agreement. 

 call for (phrasal verb) – require, publicly 

ask/necessitate, demand. 

 champion (verb) – advocate, promote,  

defend, protect, uphold, support, back, 

espouse.   

 adherence (noun) – conformity, observance, 

observation, accordance. 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, display, 

demonstrate, disclose. 

 navigation (noun) – the planned movement of 

a ship/boat on the water. 

 overflight (noun) – a passage of an aircraft 

over a particular area. 

 affirm (verb) – declare, state, assert 

emphatically/publicly. 

 coercive (adjective) – overbearing, forceful, 

intimidating, high-handed. 

 provocative (adjective) – annoying, irritating, 

agitational, provoking, inflammatory. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt; ask for, appeal 

to, demand. 

 status quo (noun) – the present situation, the 

current state, the existing state of affairs. 

 heighten (verb) – increase, intensify, amplify, 

add to. 

 manoeuvre (noun) – activity, plan/operation, 

stratagem, tactic (carefully planned). 

 militarisation (noun) – the act of making 

something similar to armed forces. the process 

of equipping something (an organisation/etc) 

with military forces/resources. 

 Coast Guard (noun) – a maritime security 

organization of a particular country. 

 vessel (noun) – ship, yacht, boat. 

 militia (noun) – armed forces, military unit, 

insurgent, rebel (that involves in rebel/terrorist 

activities against the main/regular forces). 

 clandestine (adjective) – secret, surreptitious, 

covert,  stealthy, conspiratorial, concealed, 

hidden. 

 offshore (noun) – a process of registering a 

business (or department) at foreign country to 

take advantage of lower taxes or less 

regulations. 

 offshore (adjective) – registered/situated at 

foreign country to take advantage of lower 

taxes or less regulation. 

 exploitation (noun) – utilization, use, making 

use of, making the most of, capitalization on; 

taking advantage. 

 to that/this end (phrase) – for that reason. 

 depth (noun) – intensity, strength. 

 mission (noun) – aim, goal, purpose, objective, 

target.  

 notably (adverb) – significantly, importantly, 

crucially. 

 exercise (noun) – manoeuvres, operations. 

 leverage (verb) – use or utilize something to 

maximum advantage. 

 resilience (noun) – the ability to bounce back 

quickly from difficulties; strength of character, 

strength, toughness. 

 pushback (noun) – resistance, opposition, 

force back, repulse drive. 

 hegemonic (adjective) – dominant, 

commanding, authoritative. 

 run its course (phrase) – come to an end, 

cease to exist, fade away, vanish, peter out, 

draw to a close, disappear, finish, end, cease, 

terminate. 

 appetite (noun) – hunger, strong desire, liking. 

 deepen (verb) – grow, increase, intensify. 

 context (noun) – circumstances, conditions. 

 pole position (noun) – advantage, 

dvantageous position, favourable position, the 

upper hand. 

 realpolitik (noun) – realistic and practical 

politics (German word). 
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